
Holding Steady in An Unsteady World
By Dr. Bruce Barnes

We live in times of unrest, both in our personal lives and globally. It’s easy to feel unsettled by the headlines—rising 
tensions in the Middle East, threats of war, cultural confusion, and political division. These are not light matters. 
People are troubled, and rightly so. But for the follower of Christ, these trying times call for something more than 
worry or reaction—they call for faith that stands firm.
 
The Apostle Paul, writing from prison, urged believers to “take up the whole armor of God.” His words in Ephe-
sians 6:13 are not abstract. They are instructions for how to live when darkness presses in. Paul doesn’t say to flee. 
He says to “withstand” and “stand.” The battle is not theoretical—it is spiritual, emotional, and sometimes even 
physical. But God’s Word gives the believer a reason to hold steady: we are not standing in our strength.
 
Faith in God during difficult times is not just a spiritual accessory—it is the very root of inner peace. We may not 
know what the news will bring tomorrow, but we know the One who rules tomorrow. He is not distant or caught 
off guard. He has promised to be near to the brokenhearted and to keep in perfect peace those whose minds are 
stayed on Him (Isaiah 26:3).

 
“Peace Does Not Come from Perfect Circumstances!”

Peace does not come from perfect circumstances. If that were the case, we would rarely know it. Peace comes when 
we settle in our hearts that God is in control and that His will cannot be overturned. When we trust His charac-
ter—His wisdom, power, and goodness—we no longer have to scramble for answers. We can rest. Resilience in 
trials flows from that kind of settled trust. It’s not about pretending the problems don’t exist. It’s about knowing 
they don’t have the final word.
 
Many today feel anxiety about world events, especially the volatility in the Middle East. Prophetic passages come 
to mind. Questions stir. Are these signs of the end? Will war break out? What about Israel, God’s chosen nation? 
These are valid concerns, and Scripture tells us not to be ignorant of the times. But Scripture also tells us not to fear 
them. Psalm 46:6-7 says, “The nations raged, the kingdoms were moved; He uttered His voice, the earth melted. 
The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge.” God has never lost control of history—not once—and 
He won’t start now.
 
Faith gives us the ability to look at the storm and say, “I will not be moved.” We do not base our hope on world 
peace but on the Prince of Peace. The armor God provides is meant for battle, not for comfort. Yet, in the wearing 
of it, we find comfort—because it keeps us close to Christ, who is our shield and strong tower.
 
What do we do, then, in uncertain times? We keep praying. We continue to read and apply God’s Word. We con-
tinue to show kindness and share the Gospel. We teach our children to fear the Lord, not the news. We worship in 
spirit and truth. And when we’ve done all, we stand.
 
We may bend in the wind, but we do not break. Why? Because we know whom we have believed, and we are per-
suaded that He can keep what we have committed to Him until that Day (2 Timothy 1:12).
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“Lord, when the world feels unstable, help me to stand firm in Your truth. Strengthen my faith so that I trust You more 
than I fear the future. Remind me that You are in control, and that You have not called me to panic but to peace. Let my 
life reflect the quiet confidence of one who knows that You will never fail.

In case you missed last week’s announcement, the leadership team has several items to bring before the church at the next 
business “a.k.a. family” meeting. Here is a list of things we need to discuss.

1.  The parking lot needs a facelift. We appreciate Dexter Webb’s effort in getting several people to look at it. It appears 
the church will need to budget $30,000 to fill the cracks and resurface the parking area. We will bring this up at our next 
business meeting in the form of a motion.

2.  Brother Randy Bissette has given so much for our church. For years, he has directed the choir, led congregational music, 
developed and led praise teams, organized music on special days, and done so much more. Due to his workload at the shop 
and his health, Bro. Randy can’t lead the choir anymore. The Leadership Team certainly understands the sacrifice our dear 
brother has made, and we appreciate everything he has done for Jesus. Because music is so important in our worship, we 
have decided to invest in a part-time music director. Someone who can lead the choir every week and help ease the load 
for Bro. Randy. Of course, this will require the church’s permission. But we hope everyone will agree that Randy needs 
help. And we want our choir back. Please pray with us over this decision, and that the Lord will bring the right person.

3.  God has answered so many prayers this year for our ministry. To name a few:
• Various positions in the daycare have been filled. Some young people who needed summer employment have met the 

guidelines of the state and are serving at Bailey Christian Childcare. Thank you, Cassie Wall, Savannah Comstock,  and 
Julianna Dubon, for serving at the church. Another young lady will start in August as the Assistant Daycare Coordi-
nator. She is currently serving as a counselor at a youth camp for the summer.

• Brother Bradley Reel has jumped into his role as the Youth Pastor of the church. We have purchased a new ping pong 
table, hosted a “Get to know you” pizza event, and he is currently at teen camp with some of our teens. What a fine 
young man! Let me encourage you to introduce yourself if you don’t already know him.

• Glenda Carroll’s last week serving as the Office Administrator is the first week of July!. We certainly appreciate the 4 
years she has served the Lord at White Oak. During her tenure as the Office Administrator, our church launched the 
Baily Christian Childcare. She was an invaluable part of the process. Not only did Glenda help get B.C.C. open, but 
she has also served as the coordinator since its inception. She has helped direct our children’s ministry in the absence 
of a youth pastor, taught Wednesday classes and S.S. classes, assisted me in preparing for the Harvest Festival, and led 
our children for special services (Palm Sunday march, Christmas drama programs, etc. Please let Ms. Glenda know 
how much we appreciate her selfless effort for the Lord at White Oak Hill. She and Shannon sacrifice so much for Je-
sus Christ and are true servants of the Lord. Glenda, thank you for everything you have done at White Oak Hill FWB 
Church. Our staff will miss you.

• As I mentioned last week, Teresa Price volunteered to serve the Lord at the church as the Office Administrator. But her 
skills didn’t include accounting. But she would repeatedly tell me, ”Preacher, if the Lord brings someone who can do 
accounting and the office work, I will step aside.” And that was our prayer. What a servant’s heart! Well, God did an-
swer that prayer. The Lord wouldn’t let Michelle Beamon find peace unless she agreed to serve at the church. Michelle 
has an accounting background and can do everything that Glenda is currently doing in her role as Office Admin. Ms. 
Teresa graciously understood and accepted God’s timing. It would be better to have someone who can handle the fi-
nances in the office. With Michelle Beamon in the office, that would allow Ms. Glenda the time to help her father and 
grandson (Jaxon). But that doesn’t mean Ms. Teresa isn’t disappointed. She was looking forward to serving the Lord 
in a full-time capacity. Please let this sweet woman of God know how much we appreciate her servant’s heart and her 
sweet spirit. She and Michelle are two amazing ladies! I appreciate both of them and their willingness to serve God at 
White Oak Hill FWB Church. God is so good!! We will vote on Ms. Michelle at our next quarterly business meeting. 
Please pray for the Lord to bless her ministry and family.

Please don’t forget we are recording a video this Sunday morning to be sent to Heritage Church in Ohio. They will host a 
retirement ceremony for our good friend and former pastor, Rev. Tim Stout, next month. I hope you will be a part of the 
service/video to encourage the Stout family and wish them a happy retirement. We will record the video during the 10:30 
service.



Brother Bradley Reel will be taking some elementary age kids to camp next Monday.  They will be leaving the 
church at 12:15. Please pray for him, the kids, and the preacher who will be speaking next week. They will be at 
Camp Anchorage, located at Lake Waccamaw.

Lastly, Cindy and I would like to thank you for the kindness shown to Cindy last Sunday. She enjoyed an amazing 
birthday and would like everyone to know how much she loves each of you. OUR CHURCH FAMILY IS AMAZ-
ING!

The Prayer Needs in the church this week are listed below.
• Judith Grant- Please pray for Ms. Judith! Please pray specifically for her lungs to function normally. 
• Patricia Register- Please continue to pray for our dear sister as she recovers from a medical procedure. Her 

dialysis is going well.
• William and Gail Pridgen-Let’s pray for Ms. Gail. Her chemo treatments are finished, and we are waiting for 

the results from the PET scan to see if she is cancer-free. William had his surgery this week and is recovering. 
Pray ALL the cancer is removed.

• Bobby and Shirley Dew-Both of these wonderful seniors are struggling with health issues. Bobby is having 
fainting spells, and Ms. Shirley is suffering from stomach problems.

• Amber Dew (Dennison’s wife)-Amber is struggling with cancer. She is having a very difficult time.
• Brinson Gaynor-This young man is pastor Hal and Cindy’s grandson. Brinson is doing much better. He has 

started a new treatment plan that appears to be working.
• Please pray for Israel and America
• Marlene Watson- Marlene was in a house fire and severely burned. She is currently at the UNC Burn Unit in 

Chapel Hill.
• Judy Jones-Judy is Paul Thorpe’s sister. She has cancer.
• Sue Bissette-Please pray for Sue as she recovers from cataract surgery.
• Earlene Pitts-Many of you know she has been struggling with Parkinson’s disease for years. She is having a very 

difficult time. Please pray for Brother Gene and Ms. Earlene as they navigate this season of life.
• Charles Price Sr. -Charles is having to use larger oxygen bottles to enjoy a good quality of life. Let’s pray he 

regains his strength. 
• Jimmy Barnes- Even with cancer, Jimmy continues to enjoy this season of life. His treatments are working, and 

your prayers are making a difference.
• Bradley Reel-Let’s pray for this young man’s ministry at White Oak.  He will be attending the Propel Kids camp 

next week. 
• Morris Joyner-Brother Morris has cancer and needs our prayers.
• A.W. and Bernice Pitts- This sweet couple is struggling physically. Please pray for them and this season of phys-

ical difficulty. Bernice fell and broke her arm.
• Our young adults-Many of our young adults are struggling to find a job. Let’s pray that the Lord will open the 

right door for a promising career.
• Debra Pierce-Debra is battling some extreme health problems. Pray the medications continue to help.
• Melisa Belcher-Melisa’s P.T. is going well, but she and her dad (Donald) are still hurting from the loss of Ms. 

Teresa. The family will have to make some major decisions in the days ahead regarding his care.

Love in Christ,

Pastor Hal
Galatians 2:20



Congratulations to Natalie Webb!  Natalie recently read a book about our National Parks 
and correctly answered the question listed on the bulletin board by the library.  Way to go, 
Natalie!!!  Check out a book and join the fun to find the answer.

Church Attendance 

June 18th
Wednesday Night                          55

June 22nd
Sunday School                               90   
Sunday Morning Worship         145
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