
This past June I received an email from Samaritan’s Purse giving the results of the Operation Christmas Child Campaign 
last year. Our church’s effort to be a part of this year’s shoebox collection is well underway. Let me share a portion of the 
email I received in June.
 
We praise God for your partnership in the Gospel in 2022. In the United States, we collected 9.3 Million shoebox gifts last 
year, and 19,432 of those came from right here in our 6 counties of the Coastal Plain NC Area Team.
 
Our theme verse across the Carolinas for the year ahead is Ephesians 3:20-21, which states, “Now to him who is able 
to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory 
in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.”
 
We chose this verse because we have seen God do Immeasurably More in our lives, our Area Team and around the 
world through Operation Christmas Child! Today, we would like to invite you to join us as we praise Him for all the 
ways He is using simple shoebox gifts to change lives and communities worldwide.
 
Please join us as we go BEYOND THE BOX. We will share details about the amazing impact of the ministry and dif-
ferent ways you can deepen your commitment to sharing the Gospel to the ends of the earth this year.
 
Last year tens of thousands of children gave their life to Christ through the impactful program of Operation Christmas 
Child. Let me encourage everyone to brighten a child’s Christmas and give them the opportunity to hear the Gospel. Thus 
far our church has collected 121 shoeboxes. Let me encourage every reader to join us as we go “BEYOND THE BOX.” Each 
of us can make a difference. Here’s how.

•	 Take a shoebox from the display in the foyer.
•	 Fill the shoebox with some of the suggested items already provided for the appropriate age group. (I normally get mine 

at the Dollar Tree).
•	 Give just $10 to help Samaritans Purse ship the shoeboxes around the world.
•	 The shoebox deadline is November 12th. This way the gifts can reach the children prior to Christmas.

A special thank you to everyone who has already given to this wonderful ministry. You’re amazing!

Now let’s look ahead to some fun events at the church. Our Harvest Festival is next Tuesday!! We are so excited to host this 
wonderful activity for our community. Please don’t forget to take some flyers and pass them out to your neighbors. We still 
need volunteers to supervise the Bounce House, Mini-Golf, Bowling, and go fish games. Would you consider helping us by 
volunteering at one of these play stations? We will even give you a hot dog for your sacrifice. LOL We also need CANDY, 
CANDY, and more (can you guess?) CANDY!

*Also, don’t forget the Women of White Oak will host a dessert auction. All the proceeds will go to support missions.

While we are on the subject of our fantastic women’s ministry. Were you aware that Beacon Baptist Church is hosting the 
East Coast Ladies Retreat this year? This retreat is always a very special time of spiritual renewal for the ladies who attend. 
The sign-up sheet is in the foyer if you would like to reserve your spot. Please see Mrs. Christy Bryant if you have any 
questions.
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OOPS! I made a mistake in last week’s newsletter. Since 
our Homecoming service is on November 5th, the Son-
shine Club will meet on November 11th.  The Johnsons 
will be serving Chicken and Pastry along with chicken 
salad, collards, and a sweet potato casserole. Please let us 
know if you are coming to the meeting. A sign-up sheet is 
in the foyer. 
 

In just two short weeks, we will celebrate the Lord’s good-
ness to White Oak Hill FWB Church for the last 136 years. 
The Sounds of Praise Ensemble will bring our special mu-
sic and Rev. Jim Marcum (a former pastor) will bring the 
morning message. Please mark your calendars and clocks 
for two important changes that weekend.
The service will start at 10:00 a.m., not 10:30 a.m.
We will set our clocks back one hour on November 4th.
The church is going to order Parker’s Barbeque and fried 
chicken. But we are asking members to prepare some 
home-cooked dishes and some desserts to help feed the 
crowd. Also, a sign-up sheet is located in the foyer if you 
don’t mind helping us set up or take down the decorations. 
Mrs. Sharon Dew is spearheading the preparations phase. 
Will someone volunteer to coordinate the breakdown 
phase after the meal? Just let me know if you will help in 
this area. Of course, the best way to partner with us for 
Homecoming is to pray. Let’s pray for souls to be saved and 
for God to be glorified! Don’t forget the date is November 
5th. Thank you in advance for everything you do for the 
Lord at White Oak Hill. It’s going to be a phenomenal day!                             

The National Association Of Free Will Baptists has desig-
nated November 7 as a national day of prayer and fasting 
for Free Will Baptists around the world. They are asking 
everyone to designate this day as a specific time to pray 
and fast for:
•	 The Next Generation
•	 The Church
•	 One Another
•	 The Hurting
•	 May I add- let’s pray for Israel!

Listed below are the prayer needs in our church:

•	 Judith Grant - Please pray for Ms. Judith! Please pray 
specifically for her lungs to function normally. 

•	 Patricia Register- Please continue to pray for our dear 
sister. She still needs the healing hand of God to per-
form a miracle.

•	 Tim Riggs - Please pray for our former pastor. His 
kidneys are not working, and he needs a kidney trans-
plant. 

•	 Carl O’Neal Family - Please don’t forget his memorial 
service will be on November 18th.

•	 Melisa Belcher - Melissa is home recovering from Bac-
terial Meningitis. She is taking antibiotics and is on an 
IV drip. Please pray for her recovery.

•	 Loretta Lamm - She is Sue Lamm’s daughter. They 
found a few suspicious lumps in her intestinal tract 
and are doing a biopsy.

•	 Bailey Christian Childcare - Specifically everyone can 
get healthy.

•	 Glenda Carroll - Please pray for Glenda. The tumor 
seems to be stable, but she needs our prayers. She is 
still taking medication for shingles. 

•	 Teresa Medlin - Ms. Teresa had a spot removed from 
her face yesterday. And she is still feeling very weak.

•	 Thomas Wall - Thomas was admitted to Nash General 
Monday suffering from fluid around the heart. He was 
also having a difficult time breathing. Today (Tuesday) 
he was feeling much better.

•	 Earlene Pitts - Many of you know she has been strug-
gling with Parkinson’s disease for years. She is having 
a very difficult time. Please pray for Brother Gene and 
Ms. Earlene as they navigate this season of life.

•	 Joyce Batchelor - Ms. Joyce is in Wilson Medical Re-
hab. She is doing better, but the long road to recovery 
is extremely hard to travel.  Also, the center has had 
a COVID outbreak. Pray Ms. Joyce and Brother Don 
stay healthy.

•	 Gail Pridgen - Ms. Gail has recently been diagnosed 
with cancer. Please pray for her and the doctors as they 
seek treatment and healing.

•	 Faye Bottom -This is Dottie Massey’s cousin. Dottie 
asked us to pray for her.

•	 Harold Brantley - Brother Harold is home and doing 
better. Please continue to pray for him and Ms. Nancy.

•	 Peggy Bunn - She is doing much better, But let’s con-
tinue to pray for Ms. Peggy as she regains her strength.

•	 Israel - Let’s pray for peace!

Love in Christ,

Pastor Hal
Galatians 2:20



Church Attendance

October 18th
Wednesday Night    75

October 22nd
Sunday School          84
Sunday Worship     147




