
I hope each of you enjoyed a wonderful Christmas! If you couldn’t attend the Christmas service, we missed you. But the 
spirit of the Lord could be felt from the beginning to the end. Before the service even began Brother Randy and the Wall 
family blessed us by singing “Beautiful Star of Bethlehem”. Brother Randy would later sing “O Holy Night” for the special 
music. I thank the Lord we have such gifted people at White Oak Hill FWB Church.  Maybe you are following the Daily 
Bible Reading Calendar for your Bible reading schedule. Then you would have just finished the book of Nehemiah. The 
David Jeremiah Study Bible (page 640) has this say about the importance of music in the Bible.

“At each defining moment in Israel’s postexilic history-when Zerubbabel led the people home, Nehemiah rebuilt the city 
walls, or Ezra rebuilt the temple itself-music helped the people see the “big picture” of what God had done. There was a 
song of worship when the new temple was rededicated (Ezra 2:41,65; 3:10-13) and during the revival led by Ezra after the 
wall was completed. The dedication ceremony at the temple was an occasion of boundless joy. Singers were in full voice 
and the priest sacrificed great offerings.” Our singers were in full voice and the church was praising the Lord Jesus on His 
birthday. What a beautiful way to finish the Sunday morning services in 2022. 
*BTW-Next Sunday is the first day of 2023. We get to worship the King of Kings on the very first day of the year. HOW 
EXCITING!

 

In the foyer of the church are the 2023 Daily Bible Reading Calendars, the remaining uncollected Christmas cards, and 
the offering envelopes for 2023. Many of you use these envelopes to systematically give your first fruits to the Lord each 
Sunday. THANK-YOU! I look forward to sharing with you how the Lord has used your faithful stewardship for His glory 
in 2022.

 

Our church theme for January 2023 will be “View From The Mountaintop.” The theme verse will be Numbers 13:30 “And 
Caleb stilled the people before Moses, and said, Let us go up at once, and possess it; for we are well able to overcome it.” 
I believe many of you know this passage of scripture is located in a defining moment for the Israelite nation. A moment 
when they elected to disbelieve God. They chose to refuse what God wanted to give them. And the rest is history. The 
children of God would wander in the wilderness for forty more years after that decision. But that is not what the Lord 
wanted for them. God guided them to Canaan and wanted to bless them in Canaan. The Israelites were supposed to walk 
off that mountain triumphantly. But they walked off that mountain a group of losers. They lost the blessing that was so 
close to them.  And may I say that God also wants us to be triumphant!  He wants us to walk on ground He can bless. 
However (like Israel) we find many Christians are wandering in the wilderness. They have wandered from their Sunday 
School class. Wandered from a faithful, regular attendance to church. Wandered from the mid-week Bible Study. But 
what breaks our hearts is they have wandered from family.  And we sincerely miss those who have wandered away. Our 
church family wants you to know it! WE MISS YOU! Next year our church would like to encourage all the ones who are 
struggling to get back to their vibrant spiritual routine. We want to help you possess that sweet walk with God, and we 
want to do it with you. We are family and the view from the mountaintop is sweet for those who are willing to walk by 
faith. Those who are willing to walk where God is leading.
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I need your help with something. Every year the church plans a Couples Retreat for those who would like to get away. It’s 
always a fun time of year. But here’s where I need your help. I don’t want to schedule something just because the church 
has always done it. Would you let me know if you would be interested in attending a couples retreat next year? It would be 
the weekend before or the weekend following Valentine’s Day. If you are interested in attending the retreat; where would 
you like to go? The least expensive place is Wrightsville Beach, followed by Nags Head and Myrtle Beach. Please give me 
some feedback very soon. The hotels are waiting for me to sign a commitment letter. Thank you in advance for your help.

 

Please don’t forget we have a business meeting planned for Wednesday, the 28th. The minutes and recommended motions 
are in the foyer. I hope you have already picked up a copy and are praying for the Lord’s direction. Because we have a lot to 
discuss, I will give a short Bible study and begin the business meeting at 7:30 p.m.  There will still be classes for our youth 
on Wednesday.

 

On Sunday, January 1st we will get together at 5:00 to take down the Christmas decorations. I have changed my mind 
regarding the meal. If it’s ok with everyone, the church will order two HUGE SUBS for dinner. Thank you to everyone 
who put the decorations up in the church before Christmas. They were such a blessing! But there’s a season for everything. 
Let’s take the decorations down on January 1 and get ready for another wonderful year. We are grateful to everyone who 
purchased a poinsettia. You could take them home now. Thank you for helping us to remember and honor what is close 
to your heart.

 
Mark your calendars! Lauren and Salvador’s big day is just around the corner (Jan. 7th @ 3 p.m.). Our good friend Rev. 
Timothy Deans will be officiating the wedding. Everyone in the church is invited. Let me encourage you to pray for this 
sweet couple as they plan their “once in a lifetime” event.

 
Of course, we know Ms. Glenda Carroll has resigned from her position as the church’s Office Administrator. She has gra-
ciously agreed to stay in her current position until her replacement can be trained. If you or anyone you know might be 
interested in serving the Lord full-time in her position at the church; please contact the pastor or a deacon. Ms. Glenda is 
such a sweet, gifted person. The church will miss her sitting in the office each week. Her position will be hard to fill. But 
we know God will bring the right person at the right time. Let’s pray for the Lord to open hearts and open doors. Let’s also 
pray for God’s healing hand to be on her and her family.
 
Listed below are our prayer needs this week.

• Kay Dew- Please continue to pray for our dear brother as he battles cancer. The chemotherapy isn’t working to reduce 
the size of the cancer. The doctors are going to try something different.

• Gregg Wall- Let’s continue to pray for Gregg. He is back at work, but he not 100% healed.
• Patricia Register-Ms. Pat continues to need our prayers as she battles poor health.  She had surgery on Tuesday for a 

port placement.
• Tim Riggs-Please pray for our former pastor. His kidneys are not working, and he is undergoing dialysis.
• Melisa Belcher- Melisa is much better. Thank you for your prayers. But let’s continue to pray until she is completely 

healthy.
• Billy John Dew- Let’s keep praying! His hemoglobin count is very low. As a result, he has no energy.
• Bailey Christian Childcare
• Sheryl Nelson Family-Please continue to pray for the Nelson family. They are still trying to find their footing after 

losing so many in the family this year.
• Dottie Massey- Ms. Dottie is getting better, but it’s a slow recovery process.
• Lucille Beasley-Ms. Beasley is having some health problems.
• Joyce Batchelor-She is not feeling well.
• Ronnie Hill-Ronnie is still in Wilson Medical Center, but he is improving.
• Grace Fullerton-Bonnie Joyner’s granddaughter is having some serious medical issues and the doctors are trying to 

diagnose the problem.
• Tyler & Alexandra Jefferis-Let’s pray for the Lord’s will for this family.                                                         Love in Christ,

Pastor Hal



MISSIONS CORNER!
Please pray for these missionaries!




